
Confidence in God – A Study of 2 Kings 6 

 
2 Kings 6:8–23 (NKJV) 
8Now the king of Syria was making war against Israel; and he consulted with his 

servants, saying, “My camp will be in such and such a place.”  
9And the man of God sent to the king of Israel, saying, “Beware that you do not pass 

this place, for the Syrians are coming down there.”  
10Then the king of Israel sent someone to the place of which the man of God had told 

him. Thus he warned him, and he was watchful there, not just once or twice.  

 
11Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was greatly troubled by this thing; and he 

called his servants and said to them, “Will you not show me which of us is for the 

king of Israel?”  
12And one of his servants said, “None, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the prophet who 

is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedroom.”  
13So he said, “Go and see where he is, that I may send and get him.” And it was told 

him, saying, “Surely he is in Dothan.”  

 

 
14Therefore he sent horses and chariots and a great army there, and they came by 

night and surrounded the city.  
15And when the servant of the man of God arose early and went out, there was an 

army, surrounding the city with horses and chariots. And his servant said to him, 

“Alas, my master! What shall we do?”  
16So he answered, “Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who 

are with them.”  

 

 
17And Elisha prayed, and said, “LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he may see.” Then 

the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw. And behold, the mountain 

was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.  
18So when the Syrians came down to him, Elisha prayed to the LORD, and said, 

“Strike this people, I pray, with blindness.” And He struck them with blindness 

according to the word of Elisha.  
19Now Elisha said to them, “This is not the way, nor is this the city. Follow me, and I 

will bring you to the man whom you seek.” But he led them to Samaria.  
20So it was, when they had come to Samaria, that Elisha said, “LORD, open the eyes 

of these men, that they may see.” And the LORD opened their eyes, and they saw; 

and there they were, inside Samaria!  
21Now when the king of Israel saw them, he said to Elisha, “My father, shall I kill 

them? Shall I kill them?”  
22But he answered, “You shall not kill them. Would you kill those whom you have 

taken captive with your sword and your bow? Set food and water before them, that 

they may eat and drink and go to their master.”  
23Then he prepared a great feast for them; and after they ate and drank, he sent 

them away and they went to their master. So the bands of Syrian raiders came no 
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more into the land of Israel. 

• In this story we can see an example of God’s sovereignty and protection but also 

we can see an example of what part we have in seeing the fulfillment of God’s 

protection and guidance. 

2 Kings 6:8–23 (NKJV) 
8Now the king of Syria was making war against Israel; and he consulted with his 

servants, saying, “My camp will be in such and such a place.”  
9And the man of God sent to the king of Israel, saying, “Beware that you do not pass 

this place, for the Syrians are coming down there.”  
10Then the king of Israel sent someone to the place of which the man of God had told 

him. Thus he warned him, and he was watchful there, not just once or twice.  

• There are two important points in the above verses: 

• God warned the King of Israel about the plans of the king of Syria. 

• The king of Israel heeded God’s warnings and acted upon them. 

• God has given us His Word, the Bible, and it is important that we carefully 

study and pray over the words we read in the Bible and seek God for wisdom 

and strength to live by them. 

• Many Christians shipwreck their lives because they either ignore or disobey the 

Word of God. 

• God did not give us His Word to oppress us but so that we could live lives that 

are filled with purpose, joy and victory. 

 
11Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was greatly troubled by this thing; and he 

called his servants and said to them, “Will you not show me which of us is for the 

king of Israel?”  
12And one of his servants said, “None, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the prophet who 

is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedroom.”  

 “but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you 

speak in your bedroom.” – We never have to worry that the enemy will bring a sneak 

attack on us because the Lord knows the deepest secrets and nothing can be hid from 

Him. 
13So he said, “Go and see where he is, that I may send and get him.” And it was told 

him, saying, “Surely he is in Dothan.”  

• An unbeliever always acts in unbelief even when he acknowledges there is a 

God. 

• The king of Syria was just told that even his most secret thoughts were revealed 

to the prophet Elisha and in spite of that he thought he could secretly sneak up 

on him and capture him. 
14Therefore he sent horses and chariots and a great army there, and they came by 

night and surrounded the city.  

 

• The king of Syria sent horses, chariots and a great army to seize one man. 

• The king of Syria was totally deceived and blinded to the reality of the power of 

God.  

• In the book of Revelation we see this played out to the fullest as the power of the 

devil and the power of mankind tries in vain to oppose and defeat God.  
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15And when the servant of the man of God arose early and went out, there was an 

army, surrounding the city with horses and chariots. And his servant said to him, 

“Alas, my master! What shall we do?”  

• “Alas” in Hebrew is   אהה  ahah  and the English is almost a transliteration of 

the Hebrew even though this may not be its origin but it does convey the 

concept of a woeful exclamation. 

 “Alas, my master! What shall we do?” – Elisha’s servant, who had doubtless seen 

numerous miracles, when confronted with the reality of an army which was about to 

capture them, was filled with fear and confusion.  
16So he answered, “Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who 

are with them.” - Elisha’s answer was simple and one that was spoken with full 

confidence. 

• Elisha faced the circumstance completely resting in God’s provision and 

trusting that God had the solution to each problem. 
17And Elisha prayed, and said, “LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he may see.” Then 

the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw. And behold, the mountain 

was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.  

• And Elisha prayed, and said, “LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he may see.” 

– Elisha asked the Lord to open his servants eyes to see the army of God so that 

he would no longer be fearful. 

• Do you think Elisha saw the mountains filled with chariots of fire and God’s 

great army?  

• Elisha was not looking for the chariots of fire because his eyes were on the 

King of Kings. 

• Elisha’s faith in God had gone beyond the need to continually be propped up by 

seeing God manifest Himself in a miraculous way. 

• This does not mean we do not rejoice when God does miraculous things but that 

we do not need to see the miraculous to confirm our faith in God. 

 

John 20:24–29 (NKJV) 
24Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came.  
25The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” So he said to 

them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the 

print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.”  

• Thomas was reacting out of the profound pain from the disappointment of 

seeing the One whom He trusted, believed in and loved, die the most cruel and 

painful death. 

• Sometimes when we experience disappointments or painful circumstances we 

may be reluctant to want to trust God again. 

• We may not understand why God permitted something to happen and it may 

appear to us from our perspective as pointless but there is always a reason why 

the Lord allowed it and we must trust Him even when He does not show us. 

• From Thomas’ perspective at the time, Christ’s death seemed not only senseless 

but it really shook his confidence that the God he wanted to serve was good and 

faithful. 
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• However, in reality, Christ’s death was the sacrifice needed to bring salvation to 

mankind and it also made way for the most glorious event in History, the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
26And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus 

came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!”  
27Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and 

reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.”  

• Jesus’ response to Thomas’ resistance to believe was one that showed Jesus’ 

great love for Thomas and at the same time was a gentle but very powerful 

rebuke. 

• Jesus was saying in a way, “If the only way that you will believe is to place your 

fingers into My wounds then I will humble Myself and allow you to do this!” 
28And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!”  

 

• “My Lord and my God!”  - Thomas’s response says it all. It was a surrendering 

of his will and intellect to Christ. 

• Thomas didn’t need any further explanations for he understood that Christ was 

his Lord and God and all he needed to do was to surrender to the will of God. 

• Thomas like almost all the apostles was martyred for his faith in Christ. 

• Thomas no longer needed all the answers and continual signs from God to be 

confident that He is faithful. 

• Seeing the resurrected Saviour profoundly transformed him into one who 

would follow Christ wherever He led. 
29Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed 

are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

• Jesus’ response points us toward a more blessed way to walk with God. 

• It is the blessedness of trusting God even when He does not show us where He 

is leading and a willingness to obey even when the way may be difficult.  

• Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”  The blessedness 

of not requiring signs and wonders to be assured of God’s faithfulness. 

• The blessedness of being able to walk closely with God, even when sometimes 

He is silent about our circumstances.  

• A deep confidence in God is manifest when just knowing Him is enough even if 

we don’t understand all what is going on around us. 
17And Elisha prayed, and said, “LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he may see.” Then 

the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw. And behold, the mountain 

was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 
18So when the Syrians came down to him, Elisha prayed to the LORD, and said, 

“Strike this people, I pray, with blindness.” And He struck them with blindness 

according to the word of Elisha.  

• Elisha prayed for two things: that the eyes of his servant would be opened and 

the eyes of his enemies would be closed. 

• That the eyes of his servant would be open to the spiritual realm and God’s 

provision. 

 



 5 

• That the eyes of his enemies would be closed to the natural realm. 
18So when the Syrians came down to him, Elisha prayed to the LORD, and said, 

“Strike this people, I pray, with blindness.” And He struck them with blindness 

according to the word of Elisha.  

• God didn’t use the great army of chariots of fire or angels with flaming swords 

to thwart the great army of the Syrians but the simple words of Elisha, “Strike 

this people, I pray, with blindness.” 

James 5:16 (NKJV) 
16Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be 

healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. 

 

• The prayers of a man who is rightly related to God is enough to defeat any of 

the plans of the enemy. 

• If our hearts are sincerely open to God then nothing can stop us from walking a 

victorious life. 
19Now Elisha said to them, “This is not the way, nor is this the city. Follow me, and I 

will bring you to the man whom you seek.” But he led them to Samaria.  

• The one whom the army was sent to lead captive to Syria was the one who was 

leading them to where he wanted them to go. 

• Elisha’s prayer not only shows the power of God but the wisdom of God. What 

strategy could have been more effective than to have them struck with 

blindness? 
20So it was, when they had come to Samaria, that Elisha said, “LORD, open the eyes 

of these men, that they may see.” And the LORD opened their eyes, and they saw; 

and there they were, inside Samaria!  

• Elisha’s next request from God was for the eyes of his enemies to be opened. 

• The eyes of the men and commanders of the Syrian army would have been open 

to more than just to the physical realm. They would have understood something 

about the power of God and that the God of Elisha was the true God. 

 
21Now when the king of Israel saw them, he said to Elisha, “My father, shall I kill 

them? Shall I kill them?”  
22But he answered, “You shall not kill them. Would you kill those whom you have 

taken captive with your sword and your bow? Set food and water before them, that 

they may eat and drink and go to their master.”  

 

• Here we see Elisha revealing an aspect of the heart of God – love your enemies. 
23Then he prepared a great feast for them; and after they ate and drank, he sent 

them away and they went to their master. So the bands of Syrian raiders came no 

more into the land of Israel. 

• “So the bands of Syrian raiders came no more into the land of Israel.” - We 

see that the band of Syrian raiders truly had their eyes opened for they 

recognized something about the mercy of God. 

Acts 2:42–43 (NASB95) 
42They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  
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43Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking 

place through the apostles. 

• “Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe” – This was the atmosphere of the early 

Church and this is the atmosphere we want to cultivate in our lives and in the 

Body of Christ. 

2 Chronicles 16:9 (NKJV) 
9For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show 

Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him. In this you have done 

foolishly; therefore from now on you shall have wars.” 

• God is seeking those who are so confident in Him they are willing to trust Him 

even when faced with great uncertainty. 

• God did not save us to give us a wonderful life. 

• God saved us to honour Him. 

• It takes away from our narcissism when we stop asking, “Where is this 

wonderful life that You promised” and we become God centered when we begin 

to ask, “what can I do to honour You.” 

• If each one of us, each day asks God, “what can I do to honour You today”, we 

would live such wonderful lives. 

• If there are people who have been struggling with fear and doubt and 

uncertainty then we can come to the Lord and ask Him to help us to learn to 

trust Him more. 

• If there are things in our lives that we know are wrong we can turn to God and 

telling Him we want to repent and turn away from those things and focus our 

attention and desires upon Him. 

• If we have begun to learn to trust in His goodness even in the face of difficulties 

we can give thanks and rejoice in what God is doing in our hearts and ask Him 

to deepen this even more.  


