
Being a Spiritually Minded Christian 

Part Six 

Learning to Handle the Word of God Correctly 

 

 

• As believers we have a choice: We can be naturally minded, carnally minded, or 

spiritually minded.  

 

1 Corinthians 2:14–15 (NKJV)  
14But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 

foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  
15But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one.  

 

• As Christians we can have a spiritual mind which is to think the thoughts of 

God and to see and evaluate circumstances and events from God’s perspective, 

which is both heavenly and eternal. 

 

• As Christians we can have a natural mind which sees and evaluates life only 

from this temporal physical earthly perspective. 

 

• The natural mind sees things only from the natural perspective and either does 

not acknowledge the existence of a spiritual realm, or does not recognize the 

value or the activities of the spiritual realm.  

 

• As Christians we can have a carnal mind which sees and evaluates life from a 

purely selfish perspective seeking to satisfy the fleeting lusts of the flesh. 

“Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the 

law of God, nor indeed can be.” (Romans 8:7). 

 

• The three areas that enable us to develop into spiritually minded Christians are 

our relationship to the Word of God, Prayer, and Christian Fellowship. 

 

• Today we are going to continue to explore how to develop into spiritually 

minded Christians in relationship to the Word of God—the Bible. 

 

• Of the three foundational principles that enable us to develop into spiritually 

minded Christians, it is the Bible that grounds us in the truth and provides a 

spiritual compass to ensure we do not stray from being Christ-centered.   

 

• Though experience validates our faith, it is the Word of God, the Bible, that 

establishes our faith.  

 

• There are many aspects to our relationship with the Word of God, the Bible, 

which are essential for us to develop into spiritually minded Christians. 

 

• Three weeks ago we established the reliability and the authority of the Bible.   



 2 

 

• Two weeks we looked at the Word of God as spiritual water in terms of the laver 

which both cleanses and refreshes. 

 

• Last week we looked at the Word of God in terms of the Table of Showbread—

the Bread of Life.  

 

• This week we are going to study how to handle the Word of God properly. 

 

• Of the three areas of the Christian life we are examining, we are first studying 

our relationship to the Word of God before we begin studying about prayer and 

Christian fellowship. 

 

• This is not because the other two areas are of lesser importance, but simply 

because the only way we can correctly learn about prayer and Christian 

fellowship is through the Word of God. 

 

• The importance of the Bible to our Christian life cannot be emphasized too 

strongly, because what we believe will shape the decisions we make and how we 

live. 

 

• Theology is the study of God, His nature, and His relationship with the world. 

 

• Bad theology often leads to bad behaviour and can even lead to a destructive 

lifestyle.  

 

• Sound biblical doctrine provides us with the proper perspective for every area of 

our lives.  

 

2 Corinthians 4:2 (NKJV)  
2But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness nor 

handling the word of God deceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth commending 

ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.  

 

• Some have been guilty of “handling the Word of God deceitfully” and 

purposefully distorting what the Bible says and what it does not say to justify 

their ungodly behaviour.  

 

• The opposite of “handling the Word of God deceitfully” is to live lives 

according to the correct understanding of the Word of God so that the truth of 

God is manifest in our lives. This results in “commending ourselves to every 

man’s conscience in the sight of God.” 

 

2 Corinthians 2:17 (NKJV)  
17For we are not, as so many, peddling the word of God; but as of sincerity, but as 

from God, we speak in the sight of God in Christ.  
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• The Greek word “peddling” means, “to engage in retail business, with the 

implication of deceptiveness and greedy motives.”  

 

• The opposite of “peddling the word of God” is to handle the Word of God with 

“sincerity” which in the Greek speaks of “purity of motivation.”  

 

• In other words, we are to seek to understand what the Word of God says to us 

instead of trying to get it to say what we would want. 

  

• We are to submit to the authority of God’s Word and allow His Word to guide, 

lead, and correct us.  

 

1 Timothy 6:3–7 (NKJV)  
3If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome words, even the 

words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with godliness,  
4he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and arguments over 

words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions,  
5useless wranglings of men of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who suppose 

that godliness is a means of gain. From such withdraw yourself.  
6Now godliness with contentment is great gain.  
7For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.  

 

• Paul describes the correct understanding of God’s Word as “wholesome 

words.” The Greek word for “wholesome” is ὑγιαίνω (hygiainō) and it means, 

“to be sound, healthy,” and from it we derive our English word “hygiene.”  

 

• In English the word “hygiene” means “the things that you do to keep yourself 

and your surroundings clean in order to maintain good health; the science of 

the establishment and maintenance of health; the condition of practices 

conducive to health.” 

 

• Many times Paul repeats the theme of having “sound” or “healthy” doctrine, 

words, and faith: 1 Timothy 1:10; 2 Timothy 1:13; 4:3; Titus 1:9; 1:13; 2:1; 2:2 

 

• Just as in the natural, if a Christian fails to maintain good “spiritual hygiene” 

he will become spiritually sick. 

 

• Paul describes what healthy doctrine looks like: “the words of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with godliness.” 

 

• Healthy doctrine produces healthy Christians “which accords with godliness,” 

or flows together with godliness and produces the fruit of the Spirit in our lives 

which is Christ’s character. 
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• Healthy doctrine not only produces the fruit of the Spirit, but it is accompanied 

by a peace, contentment, and deep satisfaction in our relationship with God and 

His provision. “Now godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought 

nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.”  

 

• Another characteristic of those who follow healthy doctrine is that they reflect 

“the words of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

• If you read something in the Bible and you cannot hear Jesus say those words, 

then you know that you do not yet understand those verses correctly. 

 

• A corollary of this is that if two verses in the Bible seem to contradict one 

another, then you don’t understand one or both verses.  

 

• Paul also describes some of the symptoms of those who have unhealthy 

doctrine. 

 

• They do “not consent to wholesome words.” In other words they are not in 

agreement with healthy doctrine, but instead hold positions that contradict the 

clear teachings of the Word. 

 

• Unhealthy and unbalanced doctrine produces many of the works of the flesh. 

For example “he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes 

and arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil 

suspicions, useless wranglings of men of corrupt minds and destitute of the 

truth.” 

 

• Unhealthy doctrines result in strife, arguments, and disputes. Many of these 

arguments are focused around personal interpretations that they are trying to 

force on others. 

 

• Often, unhealthy doctrines produce self-centeredness, for example “who 

suppose that godliness is a means of gain.”  

 

2 Timothy 3:10–17 (NKJV)  
10But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, 

longsuffering, love, perseverance,  
11persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at 

Lystra—what persecutions I endured. And out of them all the Lord delivered me.  
12Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.  

 

• Paul encouraged Timothy to continue to follow the example of his life starting 

off with “you have carefully followed my doctrine.” 
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• The focus of Paul’s ministry was to present, teach, and live out the healthy 

doctrine he had received from the Lord and “to testify to the gospel of the 

grace of God.” (Acts 20:24). 

 

• Paul’s doctrine and his understanding of Scripture is what guided his life and 

he pointed out to Timothy the good fruit that had been produced by his 

doctrine: “manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance.” 

Paul also acknowledged the strength that healthy doctrine gave him to 

victoriously overcome the persecution and afflictions which he encountered at 

Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra.  

 
13But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being 

deceived.  
14But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, 

knowing from whom you have learned them,  
15and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to 

make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  

 

• Paul warned Timothy that as time goes on not only will evil continue to 

increase, but deception will become more and more insidious. “But evil men 

and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived.” 

 

• Paul provided this strategy for Timothy so that he would be able to stand strong 

and be protected from deception. “But you must continue in the things which 

you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned 

them.” 

 

•  “But you must continue in the things which you have learned” The word 

translated as “continued” in the Greek means “to abide, to remain.” It is the 

same word translated as “abide” in John 15:7: “If you abide in Me, and My 

words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for 

you.”  

 

• In John 15, not only does Christ command us to abide in His Word, but to also 

to abide in Him, and abide in His love. In fact in John 15 Jesus uses the word 

Greek word for abide 12 times. 

 

•  “But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been 

assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them.” Timothy needed to 

continually remember the things he had already learned and to be confident 

and steadfast in them. If we do not bring those things to the forefront of our 

consciousness on a daily basis, we will soon forget them.  

 

•  “that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to 

make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”  

Timothy’s relationship with the Word of God dated back to his childhood. His 
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mother had carefully laid a foundation of Scripture deep in his heart. Now it 

was his responsibility not only to maintain that foundation, but to deepen it, 

strengthen it, and continue to build on it.  

 
16All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,  
17that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.  

 

• Paul then laid out the pattern so we can handle the Word of God correctly. 

 

•  “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God” All Scripture is “God-

breathed” and thus we must not ignore certain Scriptures because they may not 

be to our liking. We must submit ourselves to the entire counsel of Scripture. 

 

• Since Scripture is “God-breathed” it is of no private interpretation. We need to 

seek the Holy Spirit to illuminate, clarify, and reveal the truths contained in His 

Word.  

 

• Paul stated the purpose of the Word of God: “that the man of God may be 

complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

 

• If we are not grounded in the Word and have an active relationship with the 

Word of God daily we will be poorly equipped to fulfill God’s will in our lives. 

 

• The Word of God not only equips us but “thoroughly equips us” or “makes us 

fully qualified,” so that we can be that man or woman of God who is complete 

and qualified to perform all that God has for us. 

 

• All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 

for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” Listed here are 

the four aspects of how the Word of God fully equips us for every good work. 

 

• The Word of God “is profitable for doctrine.” 

 

• Doctrine tells us the way things should be. It is our goal or the ideal.  

 

• Doctrine sets the standard so we can understand what true holiness, 

consecration, and godliness looks like. 

 

• Doctrine enables us to understand what a fruitful and victorious life looks like. 

 

• Doctrine is not meant to demoralize us. Its purpose is to encourage us to 

understand and live the great and abundant life that God is offering to every 

believer.   
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• The devil wants us to think we are miserable failures, when in fact we are to be 

overcomers and live an abundant life. “The thief does not come except to steal, 

and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they 

may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10). 

 

• Doctrine not only enables us to understand how God wants us to live, but it 

enables us to understand how we can achieve it: “the righteous will live by 

faith.” (Romans 1:17). 

 

• Correct doctrine energizes and encourages us when we realize that we do not 

accomplish this in our own strength. Anything we accomplish is by the grace of 

God in us. “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” (Colossians 1:27). 

 

• We can discern when our doctrine is both correct and complete, because it will 

produce within us a deep desire for God as well as an unquenchable joy, 

“whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet 

believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory” (1 Peter 1:8). 

  

• The Word of God is for reproof. Reproof is pointing out to someone where they 

have gone wrong or have fallen short. 

 

• If we do not have sound doctrine we will misunderstand and misinterpret the 

reproof that the Word of God is speaking to us.  

 

• Reproof is not meant to bring shame, guilt, or condemnation. Reproof points 

out those areas in our lives where we need to improve, so we can grow in the 

grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

 

• Reproof is a sign that God is our Father and that He loves us and His favour is 

extended toward us. “‘For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges 

every son whom He receives.’ If you endure chastening, God deals with you 

as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten?” 

(Hebrews 12:6-7). 

 

• The Word of God is for correction. Correction is given to show someone how to 

do something correctly. Correction helps us to improve what we were previously 

doing incorrectly. 

 

• The difference between correction and reproof is that reproof points out where 

they have done something incorrectly and correction shows them how to do it 

correctly. 

 

• Reproof points out what we’re doing wrong. Correction points out the right way 

of doing things.  
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• The Word of God is for instruction in righteousness. The word translated as 

“instruction” in the Greek means “discipline or training.” Instruction therefore 

relates to putting into practice what we have learned until we are able to do it 

properly. 

 

• Summarizing the four things that the Word of God does for us in terms of 

doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction can be seen in the example of a 

teacher with a student. 

 

• First the teacher teaches the students how to perform a certain task or to solve a 

certain type of problem. This can be compared to doctrine. 

 

• Next, the teacher asks the students to apply what they have been taught and 

hopefully learned. 

 

• The teacher then observes how the students are doing and points out those 

things that are being done incorrectly. This is reproof. 

 

• Then the teacher explains to the student how to do it correctly. This is 

correction. 

 

• Finally, the teacher gives the students assignments so they can practice what 

they have been taught until they are able to do it correctly. This is instruction or 

training and is often learned by repetition.  

 

• We train ourselves by repeatedly applying the Word of God to our lives. A level 

of excellence will be developed in those areas of our lives in which we 

persevere.  

 

• An example of how to apply doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction to our 

lives can be seen in what the Bible teaches husbands about how to treat their 

wives. 

 

• Paul gives God’s standard of how husbands are to love their wives by using the 

example of Christ’s love for His Church, “Husbands, love your wives, just as 

Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her” (Ephesians 5:25). 

 

• A husband’s love for his wife is to be a sacrificial love where he puts her needs 

above his own. This would be doctrine and it sets the ideal that God has for how 

a husband should treat his wife. 

 

• Next comes reproof when we as husbands sometimes fail and become upset, 

impatient, and lack empathy. We may even treat our wives badly.  “Husbands, 

love your wives and do not be bitter toward them.” (Colossians 3:19). 
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• Next comes correction where the Word reminds us that we need to be patient, 

understanding, and realize there are things that affect her in ways that may not 

affect us, “Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving 

honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the 

grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.”(1 Peter 3:7). 

 

• Finally comes training where we have the wonderful opportunity to try it again 

and again so we can keep improving until we get it right,  “dwell with them 

with understanding.” 

 

• For us to value what God’s Word can do in our lives, we must first have a clear 

vision of what God is offering us. 

 

• Paul clearly saw the glory of God. 

 

Philippians 3:7–15 (NKJV)  
7But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ.  
8Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ 

Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as 

rubbish, that I may gain Christ  

 

• Paul saw that the excellence of the knowledge of Christ far outshone anything 

the worldly achievements of this life could offer. “Yet indeed I also count all 

things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord.” 

 
9and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but 

that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;  

 

• Paul was not striving to achieve God’s purposes in his own strength, “not 

having my own righteousness, which is from the law,” but he understood that 

fruitfulness and victory were solely the result of having faith in Jesus Christ.  

 
10that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His 

sufferings, being conformed to His death,  

 

• Paul also recognized that to live a victorious life was to embrace what Christ did 

for him through His suffering and death.  

 
11if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.  
12Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I 

may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  

 

• Paul was saying, “I have not yet achieved the goal that God has set for me,” but 

he was still in the training phase, so that he could be found perfect in Christ 

Jesus. 

 



 10 

13Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, 

forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things 

which are ahead,  

 

• Paul was not discouraged by the times he still didn’t get it right. Instead, he 

turned his eyes away from his past failures and focused on Christ. He received 

the reproof of where he fell short, and willingly embraced the correction to 

improve. 

 
14I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.  
15Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you 

think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you.  

 

• Paul continued training because his eyes were not on the past, but were firmly 

set on the goal. “I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of 

God in Christ Jesus.” 

 

• The next lesson will deal with how to develop a vibrant relationship with the 

Word of God. 

 


